
Stage Right Brings The Music Man to the 
Historic Crighton Theatre 
HI Camil'li Corsllno Wong 

July 15-31 , Stage R.ghl of Tcxa." the rcs.­
dent non-profit theatre company at the hi>­
tonc Crighton Theatre in downtown Conroe. 
Invlles you to step into the lown of River 
City Iowa of 1912. We offer you a chance 10 
relum 10 a SImpler t.me: a tune when the 
morals of those ID 10wn were in question 
when a poollable arrives. rather Ihan when 
lewd pholos of an elecled official arrive on 
someone's cell phone. Relurn 10 a lime when 
kid, snuck OUI of the house to learn Ihe latesl 
dance slep Inslead of finding the lalesl pre­
scnption medication 10 try. Wouldn'l il be 
nice 10 live a town Ilke River City of 1912? 
You can. If even for a few hours. with the 
production of Meredith Willson 's The Music 
Man. Drawn from Willson's recollections of 
Ius Iowa boyhood, The Mllsic Manlells the 
SIOOY of "Professor"' Harold Hill , who cannol 
read -a nole of music bUI specializes in organ­
lZlng boys' bands and selling band instru­
ments, then disappearing with the money. BUI 
when Harold comes 10 the Iowa lown of 
River CilY, he comes up against the town 
librarian. Marian Paroo, who plans to unmask 
bun until she realizes that he is bringing new 
life 10 the town and thai sbe is falJing in love 
with him. But Harold is found out by the 
townspeople anyway and is aboUI 10 be tarred 
and feathered until the boys' band gives a 
bombly cacopbonous concen, which the chil­
dren's doting parents think masterful . With 
clasSIC songs like "Goodnight, My 
Someone"; "Till There Was You. "SevenIY­
SIX Trombones," ''Trouble'' and the sounds of 
barbersbop harmony, your toes will be tap" 

plDg from start to firusb' 
In preparing for thIS productJon, as in all 

producuons, a smaIJ town was created by our 
=t and crew. What.s. lown but a collec­
uoo of fanuhe , and our River C.ty " made 
up of rami"es old and new 10 St;oge Right. 
Some new families thaI have jOllied us on 

Harold and Marian on the porch. 

this production include Katlyn Kelly and her 
husband, Peler. The Kelly 's are season sub­
scribers and heard about the auditions while 
attending the Spring production of Harvey. 
When the director of that show announced 
auditions for The Music Mall were coming 
up, Katlyn turned to Peter and said .')' d love 
to do that!" Peter's reply was "Well, why 
not?" So, Katlyn auditioned and was cast as 
Alma Hi •. She even got Peler 10 join her on 
stage as a salesman and dance with her in the 
rousing Shipoopi number. We hope Kallyn 
and Peler's 'well , why nOI?' altilUde will 
inspire other season subscribers 10 gel more 
involved. 

Another family new 10 Slage Righi is Ihe 
Kirks. Accomplished percussionisl Zach Kirk 
is nol real ly new 10 Stage RighI; he played 
drummer Bob-Bob in our production of 
Always .. . Patsy Cline, both at the Crighlon 
and when we look il on Ihe road 10 
Playhouse 1960. Zach had so much fun 
doing thaI show Ihat he told us 10 include 
him in the orchestra for The Music Mall. In 
this production however, Zach gOI more of 
his fam ily in the act. His wife Jennifer is 
playing trumpet in the orchestra pil , and 
dancing above Mom and Dad's heads on the 
stage is daughler Jenna Kirk. This is Jenna's 
firsl performance on the Crighton stage. 
She's having a ball playing a girl in some 
scenes and a boy in Prof. Hill 's band in oth­
ers; her rusl time on stage and already she's 
tackJed the ultimale acting challenge of play­
ing the opposile gender! 

Another family thaI is both on the stage 
and also in the orchestra pit is the ·Miers fam­
ily. Mom Kathy Miers plays Ethel 
Toffelmier. Kathy 's five year old daughler 
Haley is among the youngesl members of our 
River CilY casl and is enjoying being with 
Mom on the Crighlon stage for the veoy firsl 
time. Kalhy and her daughler, Tori Allen 
were In our production of Annie last summer. 
The. summer, Tori is again sharing the stage 
WIth her mom to the role of the mayor's 
younge" daughter, Gracie Shinn. Kathy's 
son, Tyler Allen .s in the orchestra pit play­
Ing trumpet. We have some very musical 
famd.es to 71.- MU IIl' Man 

Some fam.hes In our R.ver Cuy have per­
formed w.th us befure. Aud.ences may rec­
ogn"': M.chael Raabe. playong Prol Hill 's 
friend M.rcellu, Washburn, ;" Ihe wIgged 
out p'yduatn t in " ur pruduCII"n 01 Nu I lllle 
f or Ser!!e""" 01 shenll Juh" ('urt " HUlll ncr 
(yes, the <me In Ihc Idvis costume) 111 
Chri .• tfna, Bellel J""lIn& MIChael on Ihuse 
prod""I"'"S and .galll to 1 he MuSIC Man arc 
h.& IW" son., MIke and David Both young 
mell have been a bltsSl Il /! to us al Slage 
I< 'fhl f hey have helped bachtage on every 
• I",w Ihey have part lc.pated III and by dlllng 

anything that is asked, 
lDeluding moving 
sceneoy. working the cur­
tain rigging and even dog 
handling! 

The Monlez family 
may also be familiar 10 
Stage Righi audiences. 
Mom Melody gets 10 
play. of all thing . the 
mother 10 her son Ian. 
Melody was lasl seen as 
the ' Iost" Futrelle sisler 
Rhonda Lynn in our pro­
duction of Christmas 
Belles. She and Ian per­
formed logether in 
Cheaper By the Dozen, 
yel Ihat lime Melody was 
Ihe famil y housekeeper. 
In The Music Man she 
portrays Mrs. Paroo. 
mom 10 Ihe lisping 
Winthrop. Ian shares the 
role of Winthrop with 
newcomer Noah Smilh. 
Also appearing is young 
Robben Monlez, lan 's 
brother. No stranger to 
the slage, Robben 
appeared with his mom 
and older brother in 
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Bravo Company's The Some River City kids. 

Ever After and 0 00 Wop Wed Widing Hood. are quile humorous due to their 'chip on the 
In addition 10 the two Winthrops, our sboulder attitude' but one rings true in 1912 

River City boasls Iwo town librarians. Both and loday: " Bul we' ll give you our shirt and a 
ladies thaI are sharing the role of Marian back 10 go with il if your crops should bappen 
Paroo bring back 10 the Crighton families a 10 die." Hete in 20 11 we've seen, and been 
wealth of theatre experience. Jenny inspired by, the loughness of Iowans and 
Hoofnagle, who will be portraying Marian on those folks in Joplin, MO as they have had 10 
the first weekend of our run, has brought her deal with devastating natural disasters. 
parents Tom and Linda to help keep things People helping Iheir neighbors through lough 
running smoolhly backslage. Linda and Tom times are one of the things thaI make our 
had worked wi th direclor Manny Cafeo for communities and our country strong. The 
many years both here al Ihe Crighton and al droughl we are currently in and the high cOSI 
Playhouse 1960. of fuel has caused food prices 10 climb 

Our olher librarian - Giny Mendez - will beyond Ihe reach of many in our communilY. 
be performing Ihe last IWO weekends of the We ask you, our aUdience, 10 help those in 
run. Audiences may remember Giny from ollr your own town. Please remember to bring a 
production of Lend Me A Teno l". Her leading non-perishable food item 10 Ihe thealre when 
man then, and in Ihis show, is Mike Anderson you come 10 see Tioe Mllsic Man. The food 
(Prof. Harold Hill). Tioe Music Mflll marks bank is especially looking for ilems that can 
Ihe very welcome relurn 10 Ihe CrighlOn for be pul in school lunches in preparation for Ihe 
Giny's parents Gi l and Linda MendeL (yes. upcoming school year. 
Giny and Jenny bOlh hllve II mol her named We hope you' ll come meellhe families of 
Linda - talk aboul confUSIng). Props and >CI our River ity. Who knows? Maybe you' ll be 
decoralion are Llndll Mendel. ', 10rlC lind Gil inspIred 10 join us on Ihe su.ge or behind Ihe 
cun make Just ahuut anythtng thltt we may ~ccnes as many fam i lic~ in the communIl) 
need lor u show and on " lighl budget. We are have done 10 bring you Ihls wonderful shee of 
so Pfl:l lcful to have them wnrklllp, UI the Americana known as rllt' AIIIsk ft.llllI . 
( '1"I8hlon once ugai ll . TheMu, ie Man WIll run July 15 - 31. 

Our R. ver ( ,I YII llI" (us Ihe Mayor IS Fridayand aturduy perfon"""ccs lire at 8:00 
known 10 sayl would like 10 encoumge you III p.m and unday mminces, July 24 and 31 
help youl hOlllctnwn. One 01 our Illvorile will be lit 2:00 p.m. For lickels, call1hc 
line. in IIw show occurs when Ihe siubbol"ll Crightlll\ Theat. ' box oflice at 936-44 1-
lowuns IIle deslfIblllg themselves 10 Ihe SIIOW or vislI Siage Righi online at 
newly arn ved Harold Ilill. Some of Ihe lilies 11'11'11'.-'111)/<" "8'11.(11"/1 • 


